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Winter is almost at the half-way point but we’re still not sure about whether the drought 
will continue or if we can expect some relief in February and/or March. This past Decem-
ber was unusually wet but January has been exceptionally dry.  
The drought has resulted in many residents changing their landscaping to either drought 
resistant plants, installing more efficient irrigations systems, or in some cases, converting 
to other types of ground coverings that require little or no water. Please consult your C.C. 
& R.’s to ensure that you follow the landscaping requirements that have been approved 
for your development. 
While the Glen Cove Commu-
nity Association’s (G.C.C.A.) 
main focus is on Glen Cove, 
we also follow what happens 
elsewhere in Vallejo, especial-
ly at City Hall, because ulti-
mately, whatever happens 
there may eventually affect all 
of us.  
We’re glad to report that there 
has been an increase in the 
number of public safety em-
ployees in Vallejo, both in the 
Fire and Police Departments. 
While we don’t expect the Glen Cove Fire House to open anytime soon, emergency re-
sponse times do not appear to have been adversely affected after the Fire House closed.  
On another note, you may be aware that there were several proposals before the City 
Council to approve a number of projects including the development of a Casino on the 
North End of Mayor Island. The Casino proposal appears to be dead in the water in favor 
of other low impact commercial developments. Almost any development on the north end 
of the island would result in additional tax revenue for the city which ultimately could af-
fect how much we pay in property taxes, hopefully for the better. A G.C.C.A. board mem-
ber recently attended a financial briefing by the city manager. The good news is that the 
city is now in much better financial shape than it was prior to bankruptcy although the 
amount still owed to cover public pensions is still growing. The better news is that Glen 
Cove properly values are rising. 
     Continued on page 3 

Glen Cove Off to a Good Start (Mostly) for the New Year 

Photo courtesy of Eric Dugan Photography 



GLEN COVE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 

2 

www.GlenCoveVallejo.com 

 

 

Tim Pickens 

Serving Glen Cove  
since 1986 

Real Estate Counseling * Selling *  Buying * 
Short Sales *  Investments *   

*Property Management* 

(707) 648-1642 
CTPickens@aol.com 

 
164 Robles Way #356  

Vallejo, CA 94591 

Items of interest 
♦ Cycle 3 Participatory Budgeting (PB) Budget Assembly -learn about the PB process and 

propose ideas on how to spend a portion of Measure B (sales tax) to better the community. 
Share your proposal on Tuesday, February 17, in the Multipurpose Room at Glen Cove Ele-
mentary School, 501 Glen Cove Parkway, from 6:30 p.m. 8:30 p.m. All assemblies will have 
refreshments, and select assemblies will have childcare and language interpretation. For fur-
ther information contact (707) 648-4577 or alejandra.rafael@cityofvallejo.net. 

 
♦ GCCA General meeting is scheduled for 7 PM Thursday April 17, 2015 at the Glen Cove 

Elementary School.  
 
♦ Glen Cove Community Garage Sale - Saturday May 9, 8:00am. See page 7 for sign up sheet 
 
♦ Please mark Sunday, May 17 on your calendars for the annual Vallejo Garden Tour.  During 

the tour you will visit beautiful yards in different parts of Vallejo including several in Glen Cove.  
The tour is a major fundraiser for the Vallejo Naval and Historical Museum located downtown at 
734 Marin Street where tour tickets can be purchased. 

 
Last October the Vallejo Waterfront Weekend was an outstanding success. What is it? The Water-

front Weekend is the coming together of a wide variety of groups to raise funds that will benefit non

-profits here in Vallejo. Last year a percentage of profits were awarded to the MIRA Theater, a non

-profit performing arts center that features a variety of programs ranging from concerts, comedy 

shows, and live theater and more. The Waterfront Weekend occurs at the Waterfront of course. 

There will be lots of food and art vendors, live stage programs, the now famous dunk tank and a 

live radio program. The City of Vallejo has now officially sanctioned the Waterfront weekend as a 

permanent yearly program. Please mark your calendars for the weekend of October 3
rd

 and 4
th. 

Hope to see you there.  
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Continued from front page 
 
Safety remains the G.C.C.A.’s main concern. We need for residents to be vigilant. Neigh-
bors should be organized into neighborhood watch groups or at least have key contact 
information for their immediate neighbors.  
While most Glen Cove residents take pride in how they maintain their property, there are 
still lots of eyesores around. The board will continue to work closely with the code en-
forcement department to address serious problems although please note that the en-
forcement of C.C.& R.’s often involves a lengthy legal process. 
We have received lots of complaints about residents walking their dogs and allowing 
them to defecate on other people’s lawns without making any effort to remove the drop-
pings. Please be a responsible dog owner and clean up after your dog.  
We have been asked why it is that we include a gardening article in our newsletters. 
Most people find the information that is provided helpful. The reason why we emphasize 
or include information about gardening is because Glen Cove’s positive appearance and 
“value” is closely tied in with our landscaping both on private property and in Landscape 
Management Department common areas. Happy gardening! 
There’s currently a survey that you should have received by now in the U.S. Mail. The 
survey is an effort to gauge resident commitment to maintaining our landscaping infra-
structure. Your feedback is important to us so please return the survey as soon as possi-
ble. 
As always, we need for residents to step up and represent their neighborhoods on the 
board.         Ron Bowen, President, GCCA 
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Person of Interest: 
Mr. Bobby Dean Taylor 

         Meet Bobby Dean Taylor. He resides at 817 Glen Cove Road.  This address probably does 
not mean much to most people, but if you say “The house with the Christmas lights”, then every 
Glen Cove resident knows exactly who you are talking about.  If you are from out of town, you will 
not need a GPS to find this home at night.  In fact, you can probably see the lights from the space 
station…. 

“Bob” or “Mr. Taylor”- depending on who is addressing him was originally born in Visalia but moved 
to Vallejo when he was 4 years old and has lived most of his life here.  In 1961 he started his elec-
trical apprenticeship with the IBEW local 180 (International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers) and 
is now retired after 44 years of service.   It was this electrical training 
that was going to be very helpful to him later on in life, little did he 
know. 

Bob had three daughters- Debbie, Donna and Denise, with Debbie 
being the oldest.  Debbie had never flown in an airplane before and 
needed to take a trip to Little Rock AR, but was very scared of fly-
ing.  Her younger sister who is a flight attendant convinced her to 
take the flight.  This flight took place on June 1, 1999 and in the mid-
dle of a terrible storm the pilot missed the runway and crashed the 
plane.  There were 11 fatalities including Debbie.  Christmas was 
her favorite time of the year so her younger sister suggested that 
they decorate for Debbie and started with a manger on the front 
yard.  For the last 15 years the number of displays and lights has 
exploded to what you see now and continues to grow every year.   
Bob Taylor remarried 8 years ago and his new wife Linda is just as 
passionate about decorating for Debbie as is the rest of the family. 

The Taylor family usually starts decorating in September with Bob 
and Linda doing most of the work themselves with help on the 
weekends from daughters, grandkids, nephews, adopted family, friends and firefighters. They all 
help set up all the lights, decorations, statues as well as the ferris-wheel and merry go round.  
Blow up displays are also part of the picture.  Storage is kept in two sheds,  one sized 12’X24’ and 
the other 12’X12’. A third storage place is located in the hot tub room.  All the Disney characters 
stay in the spare bedroom. In the closet Bob has 30,000 candy canes that he gives away to visi-
tors. The decorations have also taken over the inside of the house.  A ferris wheel carries dolls 
while the merry go around displays bears.  “Kids love displays that move” states Bob with a proud 
smile.   

 When asked how many lights he has his answer is “thousands and thousands and thousands”.  
Most of his lights are LED’s now. He spent $4,000 in LED’s last year and $8,000 the year before 
and they were all purchased on sale after Christmas at 50%-70% off.  “LED’s have made a huge 
difference in both the amount of lights I can put up and electricity cost” States Bob.  “Before LED’s 
we were pretty much maxed out on power despite all the upgrades I had made over the years.  At 
night when we had the lights on in the front yard were could not use the indoor appliances.  One 
evening Linda turned on the microwave by mistake and created a black out in the front yard”.   
LED’s have cut Bob’s four figure PG&E bill by one third and at the same time gave him room for 
more expansion.                                                                            Continued on page 5 
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Continued from page 4 
 
Bob also purchases his candy canes on sale after Christmas 

when he can get them for pennies on the dollar.  “They have 

a 3 year shelf life so if I buy them after Christmas. “They still 

have two years left of shelf life when I give them away the 

following Christmas”   states Bob.  A few weeks ago a wom-

an that works at the Rite Aide in Benicia stopped by with 

several cases of candy canes in her arms. Generous dona-

tions such as this help the Taylors continue the Christmas 

theme year after year. The Taylors have never charged a penny to visitors, but donations are always 

welcome.  They receive donations from individuals, businesses and community organizations.  Local 

businesses such as The Canvas Shop, Wheel Works and Syar have helped.  However, they have 

not been able to get a break from PG&E as the Taylors have not found “the right person to talk to” 

within the organization.  If any of our readers knows somebody that can help on this it would be 

much appreciated. 

Traffic sometimes can be an issue. In fact there is a neighbor on Glen Cove Road that does not be-

lieve in Christmas and is often annoyed at the traffic and attention the Taylor house gets and has 

called the sheriff to complain.  “We want to be good neighbors” says Bob “and work to mitigate the 

traffic, but we have our beliefs too”.  There is a vacant lot across the Taylor house that Bob has 

struck a deal with its owners. Bob keeps the lot clean and weed free in exchange for using it as a 

parking lot during December.  Syar donated the gravel and Bob fenced it off and put lights all around 

it. It holds over 24 vehicles and allows visitors to park across the street and walk over and visit, take 

pictures, talk to Santa Claus, and pick up their candy canes, etc.  “This past Christmas we only 

handed out about 18,000 candy canes” states Bob. We had rainy weather for a couple of weeks and 

most visitors did not get out of their cars and simply drove by”. 

Bob now has five sets of volunteer Santa Clauses to meet with kids, have their pictures taken, and 

hand out candy canes.  Mrs. Claus and elves are sometimes around as well.  Santa was around on 

Fridays and Saturdays, but this coming Christmas he will probably be there every other day plus 

weekends.  The lights get turned on from December 1st to January 1st and hours are Monday-

Thursday after dusk to 10PM, Friday-Saturday to 11 PM. When they get close to Christmas they 

shut the lights off at midnight.                              

                                                                                                                       Continued on page 8 
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Spring comes early to Vallejo, in fact, many plants act like the new growing season begins in Febru-
ary. If you cut back your rose bushes by late January, the buds will erupt with new growth almost im-
mediately although it doesn’t mean that the threat of frost is gone.  Plants that are susceptible to 
frost, such as citrus, should be trimmed with care.  If we experience a freeze and the plants are 
harmed, do not remove the damaged branches until the threat of frost has passed. The damaged 
branches provide some protection for the healthy parts of the plant. 
 

Late winter is a time to prepare your yard for the coming growing sea-
son. You may wish to apply a pre-emergent fertilizer that will decrease 
the amount of crab grass and other weeds that will attempt to germinate 
in your lawn. The soil in your garden can be improved by adding manure 
or other organic matter at least a month before planting vegetables or 
annuals. Addition of a layer to the surface and having rain seep through 
it will nourish the soil and allow the manure to break down so that it 
won’t burn newly planted seedlings due to excessive nitrogen.  It’s also 
time to remove last year’s annuals, vegetables, and weeds from your 
planting beds.  Clearing these areas will provide fewer habitats for snails 
and insects that wish to feast on your plants. 
 
Dormant season pruning should be done in January for appropriate 
plants like deciduous trees.  Evergreen trees like the Brazilian Pepper 
may be trimmed in early spring or most other times of the year. (In Flori-

da, this tree is officially deemed an invasive species.) Some shrubs such as Shiny Xylosma can be 
trimmed most any time because this plant doesn’t flower appreciably.  Others, like Pink Escallonia or 
Camelia, should be trimmed during the prior year after flowering in order to allow new buds to form.  
 
Now is the time to prepare for the upcoming growing season.  If you enjoy starting plants by seed, it 
is appropriate to do so in a controlled, warmer location such as an inside windowsill or cold frame.  
Once the seeds have germinated allow them to grow before putting them outside.  “Hardening” is 
the process by which plants are gradually acclimated to outside temperatures before planting in the 
ground.  If the plants aren’t hardened, they may be stunted or killed by the shock of the colder out-
side temperatures. 
 
At this time of year it is advisable to ex-
amine your irrigation system.  To do so, 
look for leaks, clogged emitters, or 
clogged or broken tubing. You may 
flush the system by opening the end of 
each branch of the system and turning 
on the corresponding valve to allow wa-
ter to flow out and wash away any dirt 
or debris in the line.  Conversion of 
sprinkler heads to drip irrigation in 
planting beds is a good way to de-
crease water consumption during the 
dry months. 
 
Ward Stewart 
UC Master Gardener-Solano  

Spring comes early to Vallejo 
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GARAGE SALE  

 

Saturday, May 9, 2015 

Starting at 8 am  
 

Free maps of participating households handed out between 
8-11AM at Glen Cove Center (near Safeway) 

 

YOU MUST BE A MEMBER OF GLEN COVE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION (GCCA) 
TO PARTICIPATE IN THE GARAGE SALE 

 
Check One: 

□ I am already a GCCA member (don’t need to pay to participate) 

□ I would like to join/renew GCCA membership for one year - $20 
 

I/We would like to become a member or renew my GCCA membership: 
 
Name(s):              
 
Garage Sale Address:                   
 
Phone:      *Email:        
 
*A legible email address is important!  It is the only way we will contact you if we have questions. 

 

Please mail this form with a check to: 
GCCA - Attention: Garage Sale, 164 Robles Drive #254, Vallejo, CA 94591 
 
We must receive payment no later than Friday, May 1 to get your address on map. 
No exceptions! 
 
Questions?  Call Bobbi Kahn at 707.645.0991 or email to bobbikahn@gmail.com          
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Continued from page 5 

People come from all over to see the Taylor house; from about every state that you can think of.  

Most people from out of state usually come to Vallejo to visit relatives and end up coming to see 

the lights.   Bob recalls also meeting folks from China, Korea, India, and France.  Also, kids that 

started visiting 15 years ago now come by with their own children so there is now a second gener-

ation of visitors attracted to the Taylor home.  There have 

been a lot more visitors this year since the Taylor House 

was featured on two separate television contests this past 

Christmas.  The first was “The Great Christmas Light Fight” 

featured on Channel  7 ABC and is a nationwide contest 

with 24 participants.  “It was such a great honor to be invit-

ed to participate in such a contest where the talent, hard 

work and creativity of all the contestants was very apparent” 

beams Bob with pride.  The Taylor home did not win this 

contest, but won a second one from  channel  2  that cov-

ered homes from across the San Francisco Bay Area.  The voting took place through Facebook 

and the Taylor home received almost five times more votes that the closest runner up!  Bob and 

Linda Taylor also received the Vallejo Mayor’s Image Award for being “Ambassadors of Joy and 

Wonder” signed by current Mayor Osby Davis. 

The nearby Fire Station used to be a drop-off for Toys for Tots. When the 

station closed, The Taylor Home became the new drop off location and the 

Fire Department now comes by once a week to pick up available boxes.   

“There is a woman who lives here in Glen Cove named Judy and she 

alone brought over 150 individual gifts” states Bob who is proud to give 

back to the community in many different ways.  
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RENEWALS (Mail & Online) 

Beserra, Sarah 

Blake, Christine 

Castro, Frederick 

Davis, Keith & Juanita 

de Grassi, Andy & Grigitte 

Dunbar, Clynton & Sherry 

Ellis, Debby 

Finzel, Michael 

Forte, Jean  

Francis, Candy 

Hall, Steve 

Karvounis, Suzanne 

Lagman, Joselito & Eleanor 

Lindberg, David 

Lipps, Douglas & Jan 

Peterson, Craig 

Porter, Clinton 

Porter, Mark 

Smith, Velma 

Tandjung, Bambang' 

Tregle, Joseph 

Viles, D. 

Yingst, Nancy 

received Oct through Jan 

 

NEW MEMBERS (Mail & Online) 

Domingo, Maria 

Ellington, Sue 

Griffin, Ian & Sandra 

Hottinger, Colette 

Jaeckel, Roger 

Miller, Larry 

Pica, Joseph & Rosemarie 

Powers, Kelly & Bill 

Tandjung, Bambang' 

 

GCES DONATIONS 

Beserra, Sarah 

Domingo, Maria 

Ellington, Sue 

Griffin, Ian & Sandra 

Hall, Steve 

Jaeckel, Roger 

Porter, Mark 

Memberships 
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GCCA Officers 

President, Ron Bowen………………………………......rcbowen@ymail.com. or 415-797-2476 
Vice President, John Douglas……… ………………………………………………...925-285-5873 
Treasurer, Bobbi Kahn……………………………………………………………………....645-0991 
Secretary, Maryanne Denay……………………………………………………………..….557-7480      

COMMUNITY DIRECTORY 
  

Board of Directors (Development Reps.) 
California Lighthouse ………John Douglas 925-285-5873                                                  
California View…………………Frank Overton 742-3006 
The Crest……………………….Phillip Johnson 563-5301 
The Estates ................................. REP NEEDED 
Glen Cove Hills………………...Lucy SaFranko 554-6713 
Glen Cove Landing .................... REP NEEDED 
Harbor Homes…………………...Craig Petersen 774-3577 

                                              Shana Jones 552-3060 
Harbour Towne…………….Lisa Groleske (925) 335-3595 
                                                  Neal Zimmerman 556-3467  
Headlands……………………...Ron Bowen 415-797-2476 
                                                    Clynton Dunbar 642-1277 
Marina Estates ................ ……...REP NEEDED 
Marina Vista………………………...Willis Kirk 557-2126 

                                       Virginia Romero 644-8544 
Olde Towne II………………Stacey Kennington 643-3585 
Olde Towne…………...Kathryn D. Marocchino  557-8595 
The Pointe………………………...Ward Stewart 644-9031 
Quiet Harbor………………….Maryanne Denay 557-7480 
The Ridge ................................... REP NEEDED 
Seascape…………………...Diana Dowling 415-990-1878 
                                                               John Fox 548-8870 
Shipwatch………………………..Pedro Mendez 554-2162 
The Shores………………………….Bobbi Kahn 645-0991 
Vista del Mar…………………….Ruth O. Fisher 649-2246 
                                                   Barbara Sizelove 557-6030 
Waterview .................................. REP NEEDED 
Westpointe ................................. REP NEEDED 

 
GCCA Steering Committees  
Garage Sales……………………..Bobbi Kahn— 645-0991 
GC Playground / Park .…  ……………..GRVD- 648-4600 
Glen Cove Nature Area…….……….Willis Kirk 557-2126 
Landscape Maintenance…..…..Ron Bowen 415-797-2476 
Membership (GCCA)…….………..Shana Jones 552-3060 
Treasury Audit…………….….….Ward Stewart 644-9031 
Website…………………….….Ron Bowen 415-797-2476 

VALLEJO POLICE DEPARTMENT 
Cell Phone Emergency ........................................ 552-3285 
V.P.D. (non-emergency) ..................................... 648-4321 
VFOG Graffiti Hotline ........................................ 648-4397 
 
CITY OF VALLEJO 
Building Permit Dept .......................................... 648-4387 
City Clerk  ........................................................... 648-4527 
City Council Members ........................................ 648-4575 
City Manager (Daniel Keen) ............................... 648-4576 
Code Enforcement (Nimat Shakoor-Grantham) .. 648-4522 
Landscape Inspector (Linda Lljuba) ................... 648-5279 
Mayor (Osby Davis) ............................................ 648-4377 
Planning Division ................................................ 648-4326 
Public Works  (Traffic Signals) .......................... 648-4300 
       After Hours .................................................. 648-4313 
Public Works Maintenance ................................. 648-4556 
Street Lights (burned out) ................................... 649-5413 
Illegal Garbage Dumping …………………...     648-4556 

IMPORTANT COMMUNITY & CITY NUMBERS 
Abandoned Vehicles ........................................... 648-4682 
Abandoned Safeway Carts .................................. 554-4467 
Animal Control .................................................... 645-7906 
Dead Animal Removal ........................................ 552-3110 
       After Hours ................................................... 552-0221 
Dead Animal Removal, Cal-Trans ...................... 428-2031 
Glen Cove School ................................................ 556-8491 
G.V.R.D  ............................................................. 648-4600 
Hazardous Waste (Amer. Cyn.)................ 1-800-984-9661 
Paint Disposal (recycled) . ................................... 552-3110 
Post Office Cluster Box Repair ........................... 642-9582 
Recycling (curbside) ........................................... 644-2413 
Recycling (disposal) Recology Vallejo ............... 552-3174 
Solano County. Assessor-Rec. Office ................. 784-6265 
        (property owner Name/Address Info.) 
U.S. Coast Guard ................................................. 643-2975 
V.F.D., Weed and Debris Abatement ................. .648-4565 
Narcotics Tip Line……………………………...784 -1351 

 

Or see what is happening in your  
neighborhood at: 

https://glencovevallejo.nextdoor.com/news_feed/ 

Catch us on Facebook at: 
https://www.facebook.com/

GlenCoveVallejo 
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Please let our advertisers 
know you  learned about 
their services from our 
community newsletter. 

Reminder: 
Set clocks forward  

Sunday Mar. 1st 

Your Money, Your City, Your Vote: Ensure that Your Community is Heard! 

The City of Vallejo invites Glen Cove residents to attend a Cycle 3 Participatory Budgeting (PB) 
Budget Assembly to learn about the PB process and propose ideas on how to spend a portion of 
Measure B (sales tax) to better their community.  Share your proposal on Tuesday, February 17, in 
the Multipurpose Room at Glen Cove Elementary School, 501 Glen Cove Parkway, from 6:30pm to 
8:30pm. 
 
All assemblies will have refreshments, and select assemblies will have childcare and language in-
terpretation.  For further information, contact (707) 648-4577 or Alejandra.Rafael@cityofvallejo.net 
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Glen Cove Community Assn. 
164 Robles Way, #254 
Vallejo, CA  94591 
 
 

Publishing Information: 
 

The Glen Cove—“Neighbor to Neighbor” 
 

Newsletter is a publication of the Glen Cove Community Association 
 
 

DEADLINE FOR THE NEXT DIGITAL ISSUE:  March  15, 2015 
 

News/Articles Submission & information:  
GlenCoveVallejo.com/Newsletter  

 

Ad Submissions & Information: 
Contact Neal or Monica Zimmerman at 707 556-3467 or email: nzimmerman51@gmail.com 

Photo on front page and above courtesy of resident Eric Dugan  
www.EricDuganPhotography.com 


